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EMPLOYMENT CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILIES: THIRD QUARTER 1989 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--The number of families with‘at least one 
employed member working full time was considerably higher in the 
third quarter of 1989 than a year before, according to the U.S. 
Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Black families continued to be less likely to have an 
employed member than either white or Hispanic families, the BLS 
reports. The percentage of black families with no members in the 
labor force, 18.4, compares to 16.2 percent for whites and 13.2 
percent for Hispanics. Overall, 16.3 percent of families 


surveyed in the third quarter of 1989 had no members in the labor 
force. 


Data from the BLS Current Population Survey showed that 
there were 50 million families with at least one employed member 
working full time, 1.2 million more than in the third quarter of 
1988. Other third quarter highlights were: 


--The number of families with at least one employed member 
working either full or part time, rose to 53.2 million, 
accounting for 82 percent of all families. 


---The number of families with an unemployed member fell by 
about 300,000 over the year, to a level of 4.8 million. 
About three-fourths of white and Hispanic families with 
unemployment, but only 62 percent of black families, also 
contained an employed member. 


-~--There were 25.4 million husband-wife families in which 
both partners were employed, an increase of 600,000 over the 


year. This gain was evenly divided between families with and 
without children. 


---Families maintained by women (with no husband present) 
continued to experience greater labor market difficulties than 
did other types of families, For example, they comprised 17 
percent of all families, but 28 percent of those with 
unemployment and 54 percent of families with no employed members. 


---The number of working mothers rose to 19.1 million and 
accounted for 63 percent of all mothers. Most of the 
over-the-year gain of 400,000 was among mothers of preschoolers 
(under 6 years old). There was only a slight increase in the 
number of working mothers with school-age children (6 through 17 
years), as the proportion of families with children of these ages 
continued to decline. 
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WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods 
‘moved up 0.4 percent seasonally adjusted from September to 
October, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor reports. The increase followed a 0.9 percent advance ir 
September and a 0.4 percent decline in August. The index for 
prices received by domestic producers of intermediate goods 
showed no change, after rising 0.4 percent in the previous month 
and falling 0.3 percent in August. The Crude Materials Price 
Index was also unchanged in October; this index had climbed 1.1 
percent in September and had decreased 1.9 percent a month before 
that. 


Among finished goods, prices for consumer foods advanced 
substantially following declines in 3 of the 4 immediately 
preceding months. In contrast, the index for energy goods edged 
up only slightly after a sharp September advance. The index for 
finished goods other than foods and energy inched up following a 
much larger increase in September; the motor vehicles price 
index turned down after seasonal adjustment and was a major 
influence behind this deceleration. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for 
Finished Goods moved up 1.1 percent in October to 114.8 
(1982=100). 


From October 1988 to October 1989, the Finished Goods Price 
Index rose 4.9 percent, the Intermediate Goods Price Index moved 
up 3.4 percent, and the Crude Goods Price Index increased 6.2 
percent. During this same period, finished consumer food prices 
rose 4.3 percent; however, intermediate foods and feeds were down 
2.0 percent, and the index for crude foodstuffs and feedstuffs 
decreased 4.2 percent. Indexes for both finished and 
intermediate energy goods advanced more than 11 percent in the 
12 months ended in October 1989, and crude energy materials were 
up 21.0 percent. The index for finished goods other than foods 
and energy advanced 4.3 percent over the year, and corresponding 
indexes for intermediate and crude goods increased 2.6 and 3.0 
percent, respectively. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


The first federal legislation guaranteeing the rights of 
employees "to organize and bargain collectively .. . free from 
the interference, restraint or coercion of employers” was the 
National Industrial Recovery Act, passed in 1922, according to 
“Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
In May 1935 the Supreme Court held the law unconstitutional, but 
in July 1925 Congress passed the National Labor Relations Act, 
which established a board to supervise and enforce labor's right 
to organize and bargain collectively. 


* # # 

The first machinery created to promote unionization and 
collective bargaining in the federal government was established 
by President John Kennedy in 1962, according to “Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


*# # # 











